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El Sobrante Urban Greening  Vision Plan

Vision

Our dream is to revitalize downtown El Sobrante, enhance livability and improve social, environmental and econom-
ic resiliency. This winter we worked with community members and stakeholders to plan a healthier, greener, more 
sustainable and beautiful El Sobrante, to strengthen partnerships, identify our assets and build on our strengths.  In 
our vision, streams and arterial streets serve as “livable corridors” that showcase innovative green infrastructure, help 
residents understand and contribute to watershed health, and create a meaningful sense of place in El Sobrante. The 
corridors will serve to reduce urban temperatures, improve connectivity and social resilience, absorb stormwater and 
protect unique and vital resources.

Objectives

• Delineate a vision for livable corridors / walkable watersheds and select a suite of pilot projects which demon-
strate key typologies.

• Enhance livability and sustainability by building community partnerships for urban greening and stewardship.

• Increase awareness of potential options on private property as well as leveraging public infrastructure invest-
ments.

• Identify urban greening opportunities and brainstorm innovative solutions.

Next Steps

As we developed a clearer understanding of the potential projects and began to consider implementation strategies, 
it became clear that several Feasibility Studies would be helpful.  These topics may be combined into one study.  Uni-
versity students expressed an interest in working with the County to help collect data and prepare reports.  Reports 
may include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Develop a Stream Corridor Technical Assistance Program Property owners and county staff need assistance to 
coordinate more effective means of restoring and protecting riparian corridors. Neighbors working together with a 
“Love Your Block” type approach was proposed during the vision planning process. A technical assistance pro-
gram with qualified staff, resources and incentives could provide a valuable service to local citizens who often 
don’t know who to call, what to do, or don’t have the money to address overwhelming problems, such as large 
woody debris, illegal dumping and flood hot spots. An initial study is needed to determine the costs, find funding, 
and create a work plan and timeline to establish the program. 

• Traffic Study and Economic Study  Citizens voiced a strong desire to slow traffic, reduce urban temperatures, 
diminish particulate matter and incorporate a safe bike lane on San Pablo Dam Road.  A traffic study could help 
us understand driving speed data and commuter patterns, develop alternatives to help lower GHG emissions, 
provide air quality data, and analyse parking needs as well as other data useful to the County and local business 
owners.  An Economic Study could analyse existing conditions and expected growth to provide recommendations 
to help improve economic vitality for downtown businesses.  Thousands of people pass through El Sobrante on 
their commute, but few stop and participate in the local economy; also goods and services traverse El Sobrante 
causing environmental impacts but not contributing to economic health – how might that situation be improved?  



For example, contractors travel daily from job sites in west county and to the sanitary landfill and recycling centers 
in North Richmond, coating downtown with dust from dirt blown from open trucks.

• Active Transportation on San Pablo Dam Road El Sobrante’s neighbouring cities, Richmond and San Pablo, have 
recently completed Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plans, however, the networks are incomplete due to the gaps 
in safe bike infrastructure on unincorporated county segments.  El Sobrante is a gateway to the largest and best 
regional park system in the nation as well as is a favourite route for bikers. We have an opportunity to capitalize 
on this unique position and leverage it in our efforts to improve liveability.  A Feasibility Study for a safe commuter 
bike lane on San Pablo Dam Road to connect the I-80 Bikeway through El Sobrante is needed to improve con-
nectivity, coordinate linkages between neighbourhoods, improve safety, encourage active lifestyles and reduce 
GHG emissions.  

• Green Infrastructure and Complete Streets on Appian Way More study is needed to understand the opportunities 
for incorporating green infrastructure and urban greening on Appian Way.  For example, an analysis of existing 
utilities, planned capital improvements, driveways, stormwater infrastructure and other features on Appian Way 
would enable the county to determine the number and location of street trees. Recommendations for a range 
of approaches to maintenance, such as an adopt-a-tree program with property owners, is a critical part of the 
feasibility study. The county has developed some initial plans for a recent active transportation grant application 
on Appian Way, and a cost benefit analysis and concept plan for integrating green infrastructure, street trees and 
complete streets would help develop a replicable example for multi-benefit projects.

• Site Designs and preliminary cost estimates for identified pilot projects. In 2012, Restoration Design Group de-
veloped plans for several rain gardens on San Pablo Dam Road for C4AGES. Some of the plans could be used, 
however, the recent Walkability Plan, which included sidewalk replacement made some of the proposed plans 
infeasible, so a re-evaluation of specific projects is needed. Preliminary estimates and perhaps an RFP for design 
and engineering for rain gardens on Appian Way should be incorporated into the project immediately, so that costs 
can be included in the funding request. 

• Creative Placemaking Study for Downtown El Sobrante  Create an RFP for a vision plan for creative placemak-
ing. Layout potential funding strategies for planning, design, implementation and maintenance. Identify potential 
opportunities for public artwork, create a procedure for arts and culture projects proposal and approval, establish 
a mini-grant or other incentive program, and provide a Call for Artists template. This study could be combined with 
the Economic Study.

• Analysis of public health benefits of urban greening, watershed health and walkability in West County. 



Transportation Corridor
Walkability Project (Complete)
Transportation Corridor
(Potential Future Project)

Creek Corridor 
(Open Channel)
Engineered Channel, Under-
ground Culvert or Storm Drain

School, Library, Church, Club, Community Facility 
or other Public Institution
Parks, Gardens, Playgrounds  Openspace

SAN PABLO DAM RD

SAN PABLO DAM RD

SAN PABLO DAM RD

EA
ST

 S
HO

RE
 F

RE
EW

AY
 I-

80

APPIAN WAY

VALLEY VIEW
 RD

ROLLING HILLS 
MEMORIAL PARK

HILLTOP 
GREEN PARK

LAMOINE
PARK

WILDCAT CANYON 
PARK & TRAILS

SAN PABLO CREEK

SA N  P

ABLO CREEK

GA RRITY  CR

EL PORTAL DR

80

80

SAN   PA
B

LO  CREEK

WILKIE CREEKAPPIAN CREEK

PINOLE 
VALLEY
PARK

NORTH

0 MI 0.2 MI0.1 MI

EL SOBRANTE
UNINCORPORATED 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

RICHMOND

EL SOBRANTE URBAN GREENING VISION PLAN
WALKABLE WATERSHED / LIVING CORRIDORS

Our Vision was developed in partnership with community members and stakeholders 
interested in planning for a healthier, greener, more sustainable and beautiful El Sobrante.  We aim 
to improve economic, environmental and social resiliency by identifying our assets and building 
on our strengths.  This map shows a vision for Livable Corridors throughout El Sobrante to 
promote environmental sustainability with green infrastructure that Cools, Connects, Absorbs and 
Protects the watershed. Our key objectives are to enhance livability and sustainability by building 
community partnerships for urban greening and stewardship, increase awareness of potential 
options on private property as well as leveraging public infrastructure investments, and identify 
urban greening opportunities and brainstorm innovative solutions. 
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Kaliente Permeable Parklet

Mechanic’s Bank Rain Garden

Elk’s Club Rain Gardens

Appian Way Rain Gardens

Appian Way Complete Streets, 
Adopt-A-Tree Program & 
Urban Greening

Bridge Rail / Interpretive Features

Appian Creek Project

San Pablo Creek Projects

Wilkie Creek Project

Ace Hardware Rain Garden

APPIAN WAY PROJECTS
San Pablo Creek Bridge (Appian Way)
Community partners to select an artist 
and develop a design in consultation with 
the county to replace the existing chain 
link fence with new bridge railings with 
integrated artwork on both sides (240 
linear feet). The design will conceptually 
reinforce the creek theme and promote 
awareness.

Appian Way Complete Streets
The County recently initiated an Appian 
Way Complete Streets Project including 
extensive community outreach and 
preparation of preliminary design plans. 
The project will provide continuous 
sidewalks and bike lanes throughout the 
corridor. The project will also consider 
future/existing bus stop locations, on-
street parking and sidewalk treatments, 
such as bulb outs and median refuge 
islands, while also improving access 
consistent with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). The project is 
located along Appian Way from Allview 
Avenue to San Pablo Dam Road in El 
Sobrante. Preliminary engineering is 
funded by Contra Costa County. The 
County is seeking funding for the final 
design, environmental studies, right of 
way, and construction phases.

Appian Way Urban Greening
Community members wish to integrate 
street trees for a green canopy to reduce 
urban temperatures and stormwater 
features, such as rain gardens, to 
enhance the Appian Way Complete 
Streets Project. Several opportunities 
have been identified for interpretive 
features, such as an attractive railing on 
the bridge crossing San Pablo Creek that 
serves as an overlook and rain gardens 
and artwork on both sides of Appian Way 
over the Appian Creek culvert. Citizens 
agreed that center medians, round abouts 
and planting strips that would enhance 
the streetscape for greater livability 
and enjoyment. Such features are also 
desirable to slow traffic and improve 
pedestrian safety and walkablity.

RIPARIAN PROJECTS 
Appian Way Rain Gardens 
The county and community-based 
partners may collaborate to design and 
construct rain gardens on Appian Way, 
focusing in areas where the creek goes 
under the road and/or areas that get a lot 
of foot traffic. Environmental education, 

FeasibiIity Studies Needed
• Downtown economic study
• I-80 Bikeway gap closure 

project (green lane on San 
Pablo Dam Road)

• San Pablo Creek Greenway
• Creek restoration & habitat 

improvement 
Future Projects
• Pop-up market
• Parks, Gardens & Playgrounds
• Repurpose unused buildings
• Community center
• Mixed use developments
• Civic center park
Creative Placemaking
• Develop urban design themes
• Public Art: murals, places, utility 

box art, sculpture, transit art
• Interpretive and educational 

features, stormwater art

El Sobrante Library Mini Park 
SPAWNERS has been working at 
the library site for over fourteen 
years. Restoration, invasive species 
removal and revegetation efforts 
will continue, as well as interpretive 
features and artwork. The group will 
consider developing a design and 
pursuing funding for these and further 
riparian enhancements, such as a 
path. By activating the floodplain and 
encouraging positive uses, we expect 
to discourage encampments and 
undesirable activities such as dumping.

Park Plaza Center

SAN PABLO DAM ROAD PROJECTS
Kaliente Parking Lot & Mural
Create a shaded outdoor eating area 
by replacing two parking spaces in the 
existing parking lot with a pocket park 
featuring a rain garden, permeable 
pavers, several trees, picnic tables, a 
trash/recycling receptacle, integrated 
artwork, lighting, and a simple fence or 
barrier. Urban greening features:  remove 
400 sf asphalt, install 200 sf permeable 
paving and 200 sf rain garden with trees. 
Potential mural or art on the fence.

Park Plaza Center
In 2012, preliminary concepts for two rain 
gardens (950 sf) between the parking lot 
and sidewalk were prepared.

Mechanic’s Bank Rain Garden 
Develop a design with the owner to 
replace the existing landscape area with 
a rain garden.  Cut gaps into the existing 
concrete curb to allow storm water from 
the existing parking area to flow into the 
rain garden and connect an overflow pipe 
to the nearest storm drain inlet. Urban 
greening features:  1,200 sf rain garden.

Elk’s Lodge Rain Gardens 
Developed in collaboration with the 
Elk’s Lodge the design may include 
landscaping at the front entrance, 
roof rainwater harvesting, a mural, a 
green alley with permeable paving and 
integrated artwork, and rain gardens to 
treat stormwater runoff from the parking 
lot flowing toward San Pablo Creek.  
Potential urban greening features:  Front 
entry xeriscape: remove 425sf paving, 
replace with 100sf permeable paving and 
325sf rain garden; Green Alley: replace 
1,400sf asphalt with permeable paving; 
Parking lot rain gardens: (area TBD), 
option to replace paving with permeable 
driveway.

Ace Hardware Rain Garden 
Work with the property owner to develop 
a Concept Plan for a rain garden to filter 
stormwater and creek overlook with 
interpretive features and to procure public/
private funding for project implementation. 
Get a soils test and hydrologist’s report 
to determine slope stability and design 
the rain garden accordingly.  An overflow 
pipe will connect to the nearest storm 
drain inlet. Urban Greening features:  
remove 433 sf asphalt (existing parking to 
remain), install 433 sf rain garden with 1 
large native tree, potentially prototype tree 
box type stormwater bioretention system.

interpretive features and stormwater art 
created by community members, such as 
mosaics or murals, could be integrated to 
help raise awareness of the creek and the 
watershed.  As the Appian Way Complete 
Streets Project is not currently funded, 
the initial planning and design efforts are 
timely, so that they may be included in 
project description, enhancing the project 
with multiple benefits and expanding 
funding opportunities.

San Pablo Creek Projects 
When completed, the Library Plaza 
and Mini-Park project should attract 
more community members, providing 
an important environmental education 
opportunity and demonstration project.  
Local creekside residents and visitors can 
participate in hands-on service learning 
activities including replicable restoration 
techniques, revegetation, water quality 
monitoring and habitat protection. Since 
funding opportunities are available and the 
area behind the library is public property, 
a more ambitious restoration project may 
be feasible, particularly in conjuction with 
future bridge replacement. 

Appian Creek Projects at the                
El Sobrante Boys & Girls Club 
As stewards of restoration efforts on 
Appian Creek behind the former Boys 
and Girls Club building on Appian Way, 
SPAWNERS is uniquely suited to expand 
their current project to remove some of 
the paved area and replace it with a rain 
garden. They have recently created a 
native plant demonstration garden on the 
narrow strip of land between the paved 
parking lot and the creek. The site is 
pending sale to the Moose Lodge. 

Wilkie Creek Projects 
At De Anza High School, SPAWNERs 
volunteers are building an outdoor 
classroom and revegetating a stretch of 
the creek for the community’s enjoyment, 
water quality improvement and habitat 
enhancement.  A rain garden at Sheldon 
Elementary School may be proposed. In 
the future, the group would be interested 
in exploring ideas to daylight Wilkie Creek  
through La Moine Valley View Park (aka 
Cheese Park) in Richmond. 

Technical Assistance & Incentive 
Program for Creekside Neighbors 
Collectively, creekside nieghbors could 
do a lot to enhance and protect riparian 
areas if resources, advice, incentives and 
technical assistance were available.
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Building Partnerships for a Greener El Sobrante
Creating a greener downtown will depend upon coordinated partnerships with 
property owners, local organizations and community groups. Potential ideas include 
rain gardens, creek restoration, greenways, trails, bike/ped amenities, public art, 
green alleys, pocket parks, trees and habitat gardens
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FUTURE PROJECTS 

The Appian Way Complete Streets 
Project will provide continuous sidewalks 
and bike lanes throughout the corridor. 
The project will also consider future/ 
existing bus stop locations, on-street 
parking and sidewalk treatments, such 
as bulb outs and median refuge islands, 
while also improving access consistent 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). Enhancement Opportunities:  
Urban greening may include rain 
gardens and street trees. We need to 
develop a stewardship strategy for a 
sustainable approach to maintenance. 
Project Location: Along Appian Way 
from Allview Avenue to San Pablo Dam 
Road in El Sobrante, including: 1) Appian 
Way/Valley View Rd Intersection, 2) 
Segment 1 – Allview Avenue to Valley 
View Road, 3) Segment 2 – Valley 
View Road to San Pablo Dam Road. 
Funding Status: Preliminary engineering 
is funded by Contra Costa County. The 
County is seeking funding for the final 
design, environmental, right of way, and 
construction phases. 

RECENT / CURRENT PROJECTS 

The purpose of the San Pablo Dam 
Road Walkability and Community 
Enhancement Project was to create 
a pedestrian-friendly town center for 
El Sobrante.  The project included 
reconstruction of approximately ¾ of a 
mile of combined length of sidewalk along 
the north and south sides of San Pablo 
Dam Road between Appian Way and 
El Portal Drive.  The project improved 
walkability by providing a pedestrian 
facility compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA).  The project 
included replacement of trees that have 
failed over the years and provided for a 
potted landscaping program to further 
enhance aesthetics in the business area.  
The project also relocated four bus stops 
to improve access to transit. 

El Sobrante Library Mini Park 
Improvements Project includes 
rehabilitation of the existing parking lot 
and renovation of existing landscape and 
recreational facilities on the County land 
adjacent to the El Sobrante Library.

POLICY LEVEL LEADERSHIP
• Climate Action Plan / Sustainability
• Complete Streets Policy
• Regional Water Quality & Stormwater 

Management
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DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS improve livability and aesthetics downtown to 
encourage economic health. These multi-benefit urban greening projects cool 
urban temperatures and protect water quality by raising public awareness and 
cleansing stormwater before it enters San Pablo Creek and the SF Bay.

THAI MALL / JAY VEE LIQUOR

Thrift Town Rain Garden
In partnership with the property owner, 
C4AGES will help develop a landscape 
design and implementation plan for a 
rain garden to replace a 400sf section of 
the existing landscape.  The rain garden 
will capture stormwater runoff from the 
surrounding parking lot and aesthetically 
enhance a highly-visible and well-used 
location.  

Thai Mall/JV Liquor Rain Garden
C4AGES will partner with the Owner 
to develop and implement a design 
for a 600 sf rain garden which will 
capture stormwater runoff from part of 
the business parking lot.  This project 
reduces temperatures and provides 
urban greening where there is no existing 
landscaping. 

Park Plaza at Hillcrest Rain Garden
In 2012, C4AGES developed a concept 
plan for two rain garden features between 
the parking lot and sidewalk.  This 
demonstration phase identifies about 800 
sf for the one closest to Hillcrest, currently 
full of weeds with no ornamental value.   
Designed in collabration with the property 
owner, the rain garden will capture storm 
water runoff from the parking lot.  This 
location diverts and filters rain water 
from the storm drain and improves water 
quality to San Pablo Creek and the Bay.

Mechanics Bank Rain Garden
C4AGES will partner with the Owner to 
replace the existing 900 sf lawn with a 
rain garden landscape.  The design will 
divert stormwater from the parking lot and 
filter it through the rain garden before it 
overflows to the storm drain, providing 
water quality benefits and urban greening  
and a replicable example in a prominent 
location.

Appian Bridge Railing Replacement
As part of the planned bridge 
replacement, C4AGES and community 
partners propose to work in partnership 
with the County to create a beautiful 
gateway into downtown. An artist will be 
selected to design a new railing to replace 
the existing dilapidated chain link fence.  
The railing design will have artistic merit 
as well as functionality; it will consider 
comfort and safety, visibility into the creek 
and litter control.MECHANIC’S BANKPARK PLAZATHRIFT TOWN FENCE AT APPIAN BRIDGE

CITIZENS FOR A GREENER EL SOBRANTE (C4AGES)
POTENTIAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS
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KALIENTE PARKING LOT AREA
C4AGES will lead a creative 
placemaking project in partnership 
with the Owner and Chamber of 
Commerce. They will develop a call 
for artists and a theme for a design to 
cover roughly 1,600 sf.  An appointed 
Committee will conduct community 
outreach in the form of a contest and 
the winning design and installation 
team will implement the project from 
public and/or private funding.
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SAN PABLO WATERSHED NEIGHBORS EDUCATION AND RESTORATION SOCIETY (SPAWNERS)
POTENTIAL DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS
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Oliver’s Ace Hardware Rain Gardens 
Work with the property owner to develop 
a Concept Plan for a rain garden to filter 
stormwater and creek overlook with 
interpretive features and to procure public/ 
private funding for project implementation. 
Get a soils test and hydrologist’s report 
to determine slope stability and design 
the rain garden accordingly.  An overflow 
pipe will connect to the nearest storm 
drain inlet. Urban Greening features:  
remove 433 sf asphalt (existing parking to 
remain), install 433 sf rain garden with 1 
large native tree, potentially prototype tree 
box type stormwater bioretention system. 

San Pablo Creek / El Sobrante Library 
Offer guided tours of SPAWNERS’ native 
plant habitat restoration site behind the El 
Sobrante Library, which is closed to the 
public. When completed, the Library Plaza 
and Mini-Park project should attract more 
community members, and we can show 
them what’s possible when you replace 
invasive English ivy with California native 
plants. 

Appian Creek Rain Gardens 
Focus urban greening and rain gardens 
where the creek goes under the road 
and areas that get a lot of foot traffic. 
Use artwork to visualize the creek on 
the pavement. Include educational 
features, interpretive signage and 
environmentallyfocused art projects such 
as mosaics or murals. Plan and design 
these features now to help coordinate 
multi-benefit features that complement 
the future Appian Way Complete Streets 
Project, so that they may be included in 
the county’s plans.
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