
Living  
with Creeks

All kinds of creeks can be 
found in the County, from natural 
to channelized.

Protecting Your Creek
Your creek provides many benefits to 
you and your community. Understanding 
how to care for your creek is crucial to 
maintaining and improving the health and 
value of your property, your community, 
and Contra Costa County.

Typically homeowners own up to the 
center of the creek and not just to the 
fence line. These privately owned creeks 
are an important part of our county’s 
drainage system.

Through proper care of your creek, its 
creek banks and creek-side vegetation, 
you will:

• Enhance your property
• Prevent erosion and flooding
• Preserve water quality
• Enhance fish and wildlife habitat

Caring For Your Creek 
A healthy creek on your property is a 
gift to your family and your community. 
Besides a quiet, contemplative space for 
you to relax, a creek with native plants on 
its banks attracts desirable wildlife and 
protects your property from erosion. It also 
enhances stormwater management, water 
quality, and wildlife habitat downstream 
from your property. With a creek on your 
property, you have an opportunity to make 
a difference for the people around you, as 
well as the environment.

A creek tells us a lot about the community 
it flows through. Keeping it healthy is a 
shared project. Don’t be afraid to gather 
your neighbors to address a stream issue. 
Coordinating with others and seeking help 
from experts and agencies will help to 
address issues outside of your control and 
direct technical expertise to the areas that 
need help.

The county guidelines for private creek 
maintenance can be found at www.contra-
costa.ca.us/5754/Private-Creeks.

For additional ideas on native plants and 
other projects that will enhance your 
creek and contribute to your community, 
visit http://thewatershedproject.org/our-
programs/greening-urban-watersheds/.
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